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Introduction

Telling a story is not useful for the children to understand the 
meaning of the story.[1] Story maps are graphic organizers of 
a story that helps the students to recognize the basic pieces 
of a narrative text.[2] Text comprehension is the process of 
constructing meaning from text and is essential to becoming 
literate.[3] Without text comprehension, students lack a critical 
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skill for learning academic content or functioning in the future 
as independent adults.[4]

The story map technique is accepted as an effective technique 
in distinguishing significant and insignificant information in 
this story, directing student (making them focus on important 
components), providing active participation, and transferring 
information in to long-term memory activating fore knowledge 
and predicting.[5] By mapping the story, the student will record 
their thoughts and represent it to the organizer. It will help the 
student to comprehend to the story because the students will 
focus on what they read.[6]

The benefit of story mapping is stated by (Fink, 2008:1). 
Knowing the elements of a story aids students in their 
understanding of what is taking place in the story.[7] When 
students try to comprehend the story and use the story mapping 
strategy, they will find the elements of story such as characters, 
setting, problems, events, and solutions. By knowing the story 
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elements, it is expected increase that the student comprehends 
in reading.[8]

Most of the children have inadequate comprehensive skills 
while during assessment of the growth and development.[9] 
Hence, the investigator interest to assess the effectiveness 
of story map technique on the level of comprehensive skills 
among school children in Kovilpalayam.[10]

Materials and Methods

Before data collection permission was obtained from the 
village authority and medical officer to conduct the study. 
A quasi-experimental study was conducted at Kovilpalayam, 
Coimbatore. Fifty school children (5–10 years) were selected 
by probability randomized sampling technique. Researcher 
used story map technique on the level of comprehensive 
skills among the school children at Kovilpalayam. The total 
sample size was 50, in which 25 were control group and 25 
were experimental group. Per day four samples were collected, 
in which two were control group and two were experimental 
group.

First 15 days, pre-test was conducted and next 15 days, post-
test was conducted. The study participants were taught story 
map technique. The steps included in this strategy are, a hand 
out of the story which was distributed to the participants and 
were asked to read the story along with the investigator for 
15 min. The story map will be given to the participants which 
contain setting, characters, problem of the story events, and 
outcome of the story. With the help of the investigator, the 
participants would complete the story map. On completing 
the story map, the investigator regrouped the participants and 
corrected the story map and discussed.

Results

Table 1 explains the comparison of pre-test and post-test values 
of control group. The calculated t-value 3.38 is greater than 
the table value, there was a significant difference exists in the 
mean of pre-test and post-test, in can be calculated that there 
was an improvement in the comprehensive skills.

Table  2 explains the comparison of pretest and posttest 
values of experimental group. The calculated t-value 5.33 
is greater than the table value and it can be calculated that 
the comprehensive skills and story mapping technique was 
effective.

Table 3 explains the significant difference between the mean 
value of experimental and control groups. The calculated 
t-value 1.33 reveals that there was a significant difference 
between the pre-test mean value of experimental and control 
group. This indicates the difference between the pre-test means 
in both the experimental and control group is a true difference. 
Hence, the researcher accepts the research hypotheses (H1). 
This shows that the story map technique was effective in 
improving on the level of comprehensive skills among school 
children.

Discussion

The discussion which was based on the findings obtained 
from the statistical analysis and its relation to the 
objectives of the study, the conceptual frame work, and 
the related literature.[7] The aim of the study was to assess 
the effectiveness of story map technique on the level of 
comprehensive skills among children at Kovilpalayam.[2] 
To evaluate the effectiveness of story map technique and 
level of comprehensive skills among school children in the 
experimental and control group[10] and the effectiveness of 
the story map technique was tested using paired “t”-test and 
unpaired “t”-test. Paired “t”-test and unpaired t-test was 
calculated to analyze the difference in pre-  and post-test 
scores on the level of comprehensive skills in the control 
and experimental group.[8]

The comparison of pre- and post-test scores on the level of 
comprehensive skills in control group shows that the mean 
pre-test score was 4.48 and mean post-test score was 4.56. 
The obtained paired “t”-test value was 3.38, when compared 
to table value <0.0025. It seems that there is a significant 
difference between pre-test and post-test score on the level of 
comprehensive skills in control group.[4]

Table 1: Comparison of mean pre‑test and mean 
post‑test score on the level of comprehensive skills in 
the control group (n=25)
Component Observation Mean SD Paired “t” 

value
Table 
value

Score of 
comprehensive 
skills in control 
group

Pre‑test 4.48 0.88 3.38* <0.0025 
(S)Post‑test 4.56 0.87

Level of significance 0.05%, *Significant

Table 2: Comparison of mean pre‑test and mean 
post‑test score on the level of comprehensive skills in 
experimental group (n=25)
Component Observation Mean SD Paired 

‘t’ value
Table 
value

Score of 
comprehensive 
skills in 
experimental group

Pre‑test 4.16 0.76 5.33* <0.0001 
(S)Post‑test 4.47 0.89

Level of significance 0.05%, *Significant

Table 3: Comparison of mean pre‑test score on the 
level of comprehensive skills in control group and 
experimental group. (n=50)
Component Observation Mean SD Unpaired 

“t” value
Table 
value

Control 
group

Pre‑test 4.48 0.88 1.33 0.1865 (S)

Experimental 
group

Pre‑test 4.16 0.76

Level of significance 0.05%, Significant*
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The comparison of pre- and post-test scores on the level 
of comprehensive skills in experimental group shows that 
the mean post-test score is 4.47 which was higher than the 
mean pre-test score 4.16. The obtained paired “t”-test value 
was 5.33 when compared to table value <0.0001. It seems 
that there is a significant difference between pre-test and 
post-test score on the level of comprehensive skills in the 
experimental group.[6]

To assess the post-test level of comprehensive skill among 
school children in the experimental and control group.[5] The 
post-test scores of comprehensive skills in control group and 
experimental group were, the mean post-test score on control 
group is 4.48, SD 0.88 and in the experimental group 4.16, SD 
0.76. The unpaired t value is 1.33 and table value is 0.1865 
and it is found to be significant.[9]

Conclusion

The story map technique was found effective method to 
improve the level of comprehensive skills among school 
children. The findings of this study provided evidence that 
the use of story map and story map questions was effective in 
improving the narrative story among school children.[2]
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